"A BRANCH  OF  COMMERCE"                :ju

half of the nineteenth century the Morning Advertiser hail
been started to earn funds for a Licensed Victuallers' f
orphanage, which it did for a long time, newspapers
were not until the end of the nineteenth century
discovered to be possible sources of vast fortunes*
It was well into the twentieth century before they came
to be looked upon as organs of commercial profit,
like public-houses or chain grocery stores*

Yet that is not a complete view of the newspaper
Press to-day* It is valued by those who control it not
alone for the profit it brings them: they see in it a
barrier against change, a dam that may keep back the
river of time*

Never has there been anything quite like it* Never
has so potent a machine been used for influencing,
moulding, dominating the thoughts and emotions of
the crowd* Never did the owners and editors of
newspapers fifty years ago foresee this development;
never dreamed it possible for what they styled their
profession to be turned into a branch of commerce
with immense earning capacity*

There were then differences so deep between news-
papers that what one said, or some said, was certain to
be denied or contradicted by others* Each had its
own opinions and standards. Now, if a mood seems
likely to be popular, every popular paper will inflame
it, so as not to let its rivals get ahead*

Even those which disagree about politics stand
' solidly together in stirring up loyal and patriotic
sentiments* What their power to make crowds act
would amount to, if they tried it out, nobody knows*
They can certainly rouse the more superficial feelings
and keep them on the stretch for days at a time, when
they all devote themselves to it*